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Principal’s Welcome 
We welcome you and your family to Durack School and the Durack School community. 

We provide a safe and supportive learning environment for children to develop their skills, abilities and 

attitudes towards learning. In their first year of school, students learn through explicit teaching, 

interactions with others, experimentation, practice and play in the classroom and school community. 

This booklet contains specific information for Transition families, and should be read in conjunction 

with the Durack School Parent Handbook, which includes general school policies and procedures that 

apply to all families and students. 
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Back to School Vouchers 
Back to School Vouchers are issued at the beginning of the school year and may be used to purchase your 

child’s Transition book pack and school uniforms. Please see our Durack Office staff for more information. 

School Times 
8.05 am Teaching and Learning in classrooms commence. A bell will go at 8.05 am to remind students that it 

is time to go to class. 

2.30 pm The school day ends. 

It is recommended that a parent stay with their Transition student until they have entered the classroom 
for the first few weeks of Term 1, as students can become disoriented in the larger school.  

Transition students need to be collected from the classroom by a nominated adult during Term 1. 

• At Durack School, the bell is a signal for students to mark the start of the day, recess and lunch and the 
end of the school day. 

• Students are encouraged to be on time, as students who arrive late to class may miss an important part 

of the day, such as teacher instructions or the class moving to another location in the school for a special 

lesson. This can be disorienting for students and affects their learning. Any student arriving after 8.20 am 

is recorded as late on the roll in accordance with the NT Department of Education regulations. 

• Parents collecting students are asked to wait outside the classrooms until the children are dismissed. If 
you are not collecting children from the classroom, please ensure that your child and their teacher know 
where you will be waiting for them and how they are getting home. 

• Please do not drop children at school before 7.45 am and ensure they are picked up at 2.30 pm. 

• Please inform the school if any custody orders are in place, affecting who can collect your child from 
school. 

• The Durack School Outside Hours School Care (OHSC) drops off and collects enrolled Transition students 
from their classroom. 

School Communication 
Teacher’s priority during school hours is supporting students. Teachers are happy to quickly chat before 

school for you to pass on short messages. However, if you would like to have a longer conversation please 

make an appointment. 

Teachers can be emailed directly at firstname.lastname@education.nt.gov.au  

Durack School have a school Facebook page with updates on school events. 

Durack School also uses the ClassDojo app to communicate with parents. At the beginning of the school year, 

a letter will be provided for families/carers to connect to their child’s class and classroom teacher. Parents 

may contact the classroom teacher through the ClassDojo message option. Whole school events, newsletters 

and class notes are posted electronically on ClassDojo.  

mailto:firstname.lastname@education.nt.gov.au
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Families receive a written school report at the end of Semester 1 and 2 of Transition. In Transition, students 

do not receive A-E grades. The report will provide an indicator of student effort in learning and a teacher 

comment about student learning.  

In Semester 1 and 2, Durack School host 3 Way Conferences where children share their learning with their 

families and carers. Dates, details and booking information are provided prior to these scheduled events.  

Durack School Uniform 
The wearing of the school uniform, including the school hat, is compulsory. Parents will be notified if their 

child is not wearing the appropriate uniform. The Durack School uniform consists of the Durack polo shirt and 

black Durack skorts/shorts. Students also need a Durack School hat. Students must wear sandals with a 

back/ankle strap or sneakers.  

In 2025 Durack School is transitioning to a new Durack polo shirt in some sizes. Durack House Team shirts are 

also available. Please see our Front Office for details. 

What to Pack? 
Please label all items clearly with your child’s name 

• A Sun Smart Durack School Hat  

• A packed lunchbox with recess and lunch 

• A water bottle 

• A change of clothes (accidents sometimes happen) 

Please ensure that your child can fit all daily items into their school bag and that they can navigate all zips, 

buttons and containers as independently as possible. Teachers are on hand to assist but we do encourage 

children to be as independent as they can. 

Eating at School 
Eating times are: 

10.25 am Recess – 10 minutes eating time 

12.55 pm Lunch – 15 minutes eating time 

Students eat in the classroom before going into the playground for recess and lunch playtime. 

• Lunchboxes are stored in the refrigerator during the day. Please note that the fridges need to 

accommodate many lunchboxes and therefore we ask that you do not send in large insulated bags. 

• We do not have the facilities to heat children’s food, due to Health and Safety guidelines.  

• Children bring their water bottles into the classroom with them, which they can drink during lesson 

time to stay hydrated. 

• There are several bubblers and taps around the school where your child is able to refill their water 

bottle.  

See Appendix 5 for healthy lunchbox ideas. 
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Play Times 
After children have eaten, it is time to play! 

Play times are important for children’s development. It is a time for learning social skills, being physically 

active, developing friendships and using their creativity. 

The A Block play equipment and sandpit are allocated for use by Transition to Year 2 students only. Students 

may also go the library and Social Club when these are open. For safety reasons, Transition students are asked 

not the play in the other outside areas of the school until the second half of the year.  

Student Wellbeing 
Durack School has a Student Wellbeing Framework to ensure our school has a safe and supportive teaching 

and learning environment. This framework ensures a consistent approach to student wellbeing across the 

school and emphasises positive student choices in learning, through verbal and visual reminders.  

Students are taught that we all make poor choices at times and these poor choices can impact other people 

in our community. When poor choices are made, students are supported to reflect on their choice and any 

consequences arising from that choice. Using a restorative practices approach, students may need to 

consider ‘Who was affected by my choice?’ and ‘What do I need to do to make it right again?’  

Students are explicitly taught social and emotional skills to support their wellbeing and academic 

development using the ‘Grow Your Mind’ program. You can find out more about the ‘Grow Your Mind’ 

program at their website: https://growyourmind.life/. 

Durack School Teaching and Learning Programs 
Our Transition teachers base their teaching and learning 

programs on the Australian Curriculum, which underpins 

their planning and programming, considering the wide 

range of experiences, abilities, needs and interests that 

individual students bring to their own learning.  

In the first year of school, priority is given to the 

development of children’s literacy and numeracy as these 

are the foundations for further learning. Opportunities for 

literacy and numeracy are found in all subjects, but 

particularly in English and Mathematics. Learning in a 

classroom and belonging to a school community are a key part of the first year of school. 

You can find more information about the Australian Curriculum at https://v9.australiancurriculum.edu.au/  

Durack School is a Japanese Sister School of Kansai International Academy. Japanese is taught by educators 

from the Darwin Languages Centre across the school, with extension programs offered in Upper Primary. 

Transition students participate in song and game focused lessons once per week, learning Japanese colours, 

numbers, greetings, songs and more.  

https://growyourmind.life/
https://v9.australiancurriculum.edu.au/
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Students visit the Durack School Library once per week. Students have the opportunity to browse and borrow 

books, participate in story time sessions and build knowledge of books and the library. Students will need a 

library bag to borrow a book.   

Transition students will participate in 4 lessons per week delivered by a specialist subject teacher, rather than 

their classroom teacher. In 2024, these lessons will be Physical Education, Environmental Science, Art/ Design 

& Technology and Dance. 

Literacy Programs 
Literacy development covers 3 elements 

• Speaking and Listening – which includes the development of listening, interacting and speaking 

• Reading and Viewing – which includes phonemic awareness, phonics knowledge, fluency and 

understanding texts 

• Writing – which includes creating texts, grammar, punctuation, spelling and handwriting 

Phonemic Awareness is the understanding that spoken words are made up of individual sounds, which are 

called phonemes. A child with strong phonemic awareness is able to isolate sounds, manipulate the sounds 

and blend and segment the sounds in words. Without these skills children find it very difficult to learn to read 

and write. Durack School uses the Heggerty Phonemic Awareness program to ensure all students have a 

chance to develop and practise these skills. 

Jolly Phonics is the Durack School phonics program. This is a multi-sensory phonics program used in Transition 

that begins with the introduction of the 42 sounds that make up the English language and how we represent 

those sounds with letters or groups of letters. Phonics knowledge provides a foundation for fluent reading. 

Each sound has its own action and song to keep children actively involved in learning. The actions are an 

important prompt for when children are unsure of the correct sound as they read or spell words. For more 

information about the actions, see Appendix 1. 

Each lesson moves through 5 basic skills that children need to master to consolidate knowledge of the sound-

letter patterns. 

1. Learning the sound made by the letter or group of letters 

2. Learning the written letter formation (supported by the Magic Caterpillar handwriting program) 

3. Blending sounds to read words 

4. Identifying sounds in words 

5. Learning Tricky Words – 72 frequently used words that cannot be phonetically sounded out by early 

readers, but commonly occur in all texts. 

The Magic Caterpillar is the handwriting program used across Durack School. Letter formation is explicitly 

taught and modelled using a story, connecting to words and images. It extends on and supports the learning 

that children receive from the Jolly Phonics program. 

The program is based around a fictional story of a caterpillar, who on her journey meets other characters 

and objects that contain the shapes that are used to form letters. This story provides visual cues for the 

shapes needed to form all the letters of the alphabet correctly. For more information on the Magic 

Caterpillar visual cues see Appendix 2. 
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The Magic Caterpillar handwriting process brings together:  

• Letter shapes 

• Concepts of left to right and back to the margin (the tree trunk) and down to the next line (branch) 

• The concepts of letters and words 

Schools in the NT use Modern Victorian Cursive Script (see Appendix 3) for handwriting. Children and 

parents are encouraged to use this script when writing at home to ensure consistency between school and 

home.  

The use of lowercase letters, except for when starting a title or person’s name, is to be encouraged at all 

times as children will be expected to do this at school. 

These programs support students to begin independently Reading and Writing short texts.  

In Reading, students will progress through decoding and reading simple 3 letter words to reading simple 

sentences and some short decodable books. In Writing, students will move through the developmental 

progression of Writing (see Appendix 4) to begin writing short words and later, simple sentences. 

More information about how you can support this process at home will be provided with your child’s 

homework folder. 

Numeracy Programs 
Numeracy encompasses the knowledge, skills, behaviours and dispositions that students need to use 

Mathematics in a wide range of situations. 

Numeracy development covers 3 areas 

• Number Sense & Algebra – which includes number and place value, counting, additive strategies and 

understanding money 

• Measurement & Geometry – which includes understanding units of measurement, understanding 

geometric properties, positioning and locating and measuring time. 

• Statistics & Probability – which includes understanding chance and interpreting and representing data 

Durack School uses the Learning Through Doing Mathematics program as a whole school approach to 

learning Mathematics. In Transition, this program develops student’s mathematical knowledge in the areas 

of number, algebra, measurement, shape and space using a structured, hands-on approach with a focus on 

using high impact visuals to support learning. 

Students will read, write, count and represent collections of objects to 20 and beyond. They will develop an 

understanding of the language of time, as well as, compare objects in terms of their length, height, mass or 

capacity. They begin to develop the vocabulary to describe the position of objects in space and describe and 

compare shapes and objects. 

Useful Resources  
 

Durack School https://durackschool.com.au/  

Australian Curriculum https://v9.australiancurriculum.edu.au/ 

Grow Your Mind program https://growyourmind.life/   

https://durackschool.com.au/
https://v9.australiancurriculum.edu.au/
https://growyourmind.life/
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Appendix 3 - Victorian Modern Cursive Script Sample 
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